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consuls' four legions preparing to besiege the city, and al-
ready engaged on their lines of cireumvallation, almost passes
belief. Still such is the statement of Livy and the other his-
torians.

It is such feats of marching, such inexplicable and unex-
plained exploits of daring and skill, which, place Hannibal so
far above other generals. It cannot be supposed that for a
forced march like this Hannibal would head a large army;
and that he should dare force his way into the very midst of
enemies outnumbering him many-fold, through roads which
he must expect to find beset in his front and closed behind
him, and with every reasonable expectation of battle, shows
the Carthaginian to be, in his power of manoeuvring, march-
ing and deceiving his enemies, without a peer. It shows, as
nothing else can, what the dread of the very name of Hanni-
bal meant. That the common people, or the common soldier,
or the centurion, should partake it, is no wonder. But this
dread equally possessed the consul, the praetor, the legate, the
tribune. "We know that the camp and battle discipline of the
Romans was good; we know that their system of outposts,
reconnoissances and scouting was in quite inverse ratio to it*
But nothing except the rarest ability, and the power of mak-
ing the enemy dread his very approach, can explain such a
march as this last one of the Punic leader.

After two days, during which the Capuans were intoxi-
cated with his presence, and felt that they were now safe
from their persecutors, Hannibal emerged from the city and
offered battle to the consuls. It was accepted. The first
shock was handsomely given and taken, but the numerous
cavalry of Hannibal, including Mago's and the Capuan, was
beginning to make an unfavorable impression on the Roman
formation, when a body of horse made its distant appearance
on the flank of both armies. It was the cavalry of Gracchus*f the Capuans, might have beenly it was decided that Appius Claudius should remaininto thonibal's army that thenceforth it was no longer
